Barry Lef kowitz:

By Liz Hunter

nlika other industies that ae also mada uz of masth
small businessas, the limousing incdustry has soma
one wha s constantly watching its back. This pear-
gon s abways ready 1o step up o the plate and
ke anoany chalenoe thal operators face, whethier TS 12cally,
regionaly, or nationaly Thal serson s Barry Lellowilz,

If vou clon't recognize the naeme, then o might want 1o famil-
arize voursalf, Letkowitz has been involaed in the imousine incus-
try for 10 vaars, His mary roles sterm from hig canger asa lobb-
st that began 37 vears ago, including fommear dirsstor of governiment
affairs faor Maticnal Umousing Asscciztion (MLA) and Ris currant
ooalion as exaculive diractor of Limousine Associations of MNew
Jarsay (LAMND.

Crriginally 8 social studiag teachar al Burlington Sty High
Schoo n Buringlen Gity, M., Lelkowitz has had & passion for
education and politics since the 805, Spurred by the palitical
rhovEmants aunng that era, Letaowity created a modsl for st
derts that taught them lobbving technigues, This mode snow
balad into a federal program, prometing him to leave Ris posi-
lior as a leacher and wos on the program ful time, As raguests
foar hig lobbying experlise came Tooding in, Lefkowilz was encour-
aged o branch ool an bis owr; 50 e lounded BManagement and
Gepzrnment FBesources (MEET N, in 1977,

Crégr the years, Letoowitz has mace courtless connsclions
with govarmmant officia's —statae legislators, senatons, congress-
men—you name it, ang he has probably ceen involyed with them
cnaway or anothar His connaction with Songressman Hok:
Andrews [D-MLL) was wnat in fact les hm 1o become mvahed
weith ous industry a decade ago.

M e aleays been close 1o Rob: Andrews ooln profes-
sionaly and persenally for nearly tees decades,” says Laflaowilz
"He callea to thank us tor assisting in his campaign for governar
i 1987 and askec)  there was arvthing ha could do for us. |
toi im0 kesp hiseyes cpen for client work in DG, The fo-
lrweng waak James Mosaley and Con Kensey went 1o visit
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Ancraws." Both
Mosaley  and
Ky are apars:
tors in tha South
Jersay area, and
thiey had gons o see Andrews Tar balpowith an issue— Mew Yok
by was seizing MNew Jarssy Imousings for improper permilting,
Andiress Lald them bao things: one, th be would gt ir leois-
leaticzn on thair behalf, and o, that they showdd call Lefaowitz,

The rest s pratty mich bistory, Leflkowitz et on o work
with tha former South Jersey Limousing Associaticn and mati-
vated that antity o join with the asscciationin Maoth Jersey, uli-
mataly craating ona of the maost active associations 0 the coun-
try: LAMND. Onoe involved with AN, Lefkowitz learned that
operators were facing interstate sgizure issues acmoss the coun-
try, wnich Tuslad the origing of he Raal Interstate Drivers Eguity
WRIDE) Act, signed irts s by Presicent Bushin November 2002,
It was tha first legislation ever introduces that was strictly tor the
imouzing incdustry

Lafkowilz saw the Importanoe of addrassing (ssuas nation-
wide ard knaw he coul? play an integras role. After jaining NLA,
nig firgl priocity was o cregia a presence for the ingustey in YWash-
nglan. He established the annual Day on the Hil o Terlber e
nidustngs efforts ke federal eaislk:ion,

After 8711, Letkowitz and mambers of the imousice industny
ware abie to testfy befors Congress and detal the davastation
thiey taced aferwarg, “Our estimany proved how closaly linkeo
we were to the aiding industry” savs Lefkowitz, "It ultimatery lec
to Corgress changing the chteria for eligizdity for Small Business
Adeninistration (SBA) wans, allowing mary limousng companies
I get assistanos and really be saved rom Bankrootog”

Driarall, Lefkoreitz bas heiped facitate the signing irto laeof
oyar 400 Bills dunng his 37 years a5 8 lobbest, Y have remainec
within this industry bacause there arg so marny pecple who | have a
tremencous arncunt of respect for and | see o har! they work for
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b ctandarcs.” Rose adds that creating legislation is not
somathing svery associalion wants to deal with
becanse ol b ooy and Sificutt process, and Lefaoeitz
his baar inteagral in that goal. "He & a good e
miacliary 5nd has the akiliby to o=t us meetings with
leend pecile fo tak anout Issues 20 wa can sette with-
ot legisliation.”

Mike 2allars, charman and past presicent of

thair business,” ha savs.
Whiethar its working with
Tim Rose, prasident of
LAMNS Jim Salirgern, pres
dert of Pennsyhania Lim
ousing Association; Jim
Millzr from linges Limcuzire
Aszsoialion; Gene Cockenboo, former prasidant of Color
susing Assooialion; ar balping uild naw gssocizlions e Nodh Gar-
olira Lirmousine Asscoizbon or Benlucky Limowsicg Associatizn,
Lisfaomity has balpad sormsone inoesery part of e country noone
weey or arcthen "Sinca LANS slstiorzhip with Bamy bagan, he has
oean a veless advocaio for ocur ndustng” savs Bosa, s miportart
to be proactive nstead of mectve, and he was instromental in helo-
Iz us st up the MNew Jersey Lime Law, whahincreased insuranca

Maryland Lirmousine
Association MY, has
turnad to Lefkowitz
oftan for help with MLAS
grassroots lobbying
effrts, “Barry has Aty
b wondarfl," says
Balard, "Hi never said
ha ciddr't have time for
ary of ug, and ne is
alvways ready o nelp out ard give information wheever ha can”

[hrougnou the vaars, Lafieowitz savs count'sss peopla have
COme up 1o hirm et inclustry snowes o thank him Tor his sugoort,
aven 1haudgh ne had nevar swven mal them parscnzlly

His esgevienos and suceass ane band 10 comes By, and Lefaoaitz
clizesn't plan on skowang dowen, e peopls bave the broad work-
im0 kroeslzdoe of the industry and how the govesnmenst and all of
the issues ralate to each otharn We hawve worked with attorneys,
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accountants, and legislators and we have dong the homawark on
things Hke overtima wages and Avis,” Letkowitz says

Before strong federal legislation can be created to fight ary
of these issues of othars that will inesvitabily arsse, sold slale leg-
islation muazt first be establshed, according 1o Lalkowitz, “We
[MGER] can help assacistions or individua operators develop and
slrenglinen ther legisktve programs" he says, "We can give rain-
irg worksnops: o associzbons so they may become mare effec-
b aovocates to contaol thelr own gesting at the state lavel,

"The Frmousing industry lags behing in ters of poliical mus-
cle, s fimea for evenvane 1o realize how important it is o be poil
cally active,” he says, "That's one reason Mew Jersey has baen
a0 succassiul becaase of the cockal lundraisers, vanous actha
lies with stale legislatons, and devalaping relationships with van-
ous regulating: bodias ke the Port Authorioy
of Mew Yok ang MNew Jersey. This mode! can
easily e ransported to other assooations
and uzad to thelr benefil.”

Fran Shang, formear NLA exaculive
directon is curranily working wath MG and its govarnmens sfairs
civigion, "One of the real valves Bary brngs to the takls is not
only his ralationshis with ocs azsociations but tha expertise na
brought o state leaislation,” Share says, "If e weare to take
lecislation that had been passad In Pennsyivania, for exampls,
o another state, that state’s legizlators mght e morg inclired
oo ntroduce it knowing that it had Bean sucoassill elsawhers,

Making stats legislature fzal comiorlable s something you can't
put a prcea tag on.’

Bacoming mors politicely astive iz 8 saretire way 1o increase
memibership in an assooistion, As operancos sae the value of baing
i an assooaticn, they are more ikaly to jon to become a gart
of the ndustry movement, MGR's team includes Shans, wheo
Lefkowitz 2ays "orings remenaous experienas with assocaticns,
nat coly 0 onas he has qun, bot alse his time as 2 capable ang
wgll-raspactad execulive director for cha MLA" Alze affiliated with
MGH is FPaola Fett, whe orings 20 vears of state and federal fob-
Eving axpariance to the firm, "She iz a sharp individual with &
Daclkoground centerad on small pusingssas " save Lelkowitz,

Al ot thasa slemes—oannactionsg, compazsion. and incdus
try lnowe-nowy —combing 1o make Lalkowilz a valoable asset for ary

“1 have remained within this industry because there are so
many people who | have a tremendous amount of respect
for and I see how hard they work for their business.”

— Barry Lefkowitz
challargea hat an agsociation or aperator might face, "l realy fesl
like | am a part of this industsy —"our’ industrg s howe | sheeays refer
o e osays, T have been welcomad with open amms oy most
[pecple and that's winy we conlinue sk with theindustng”

Leflaowile s ready o halp sssociations or Individuals who
need legislative assistance, Beach him at (809 267-2855 or via
g-mal at barrgletkowitz@mgrlobbyist.com, LD
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